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MCFC Conference in Springfield an 

Upli�ing Event for All! 

Community tree advocates, arborists, and other tree-care industry professionals con-

verged in Springfield on March 7-9 for the 2017 Missouri Community Forestry Coun-

cil’s Annual Conference. The conference theme, “Living on the Edge of the Communi-

ty Forest”, featured two half-days and one full-day of technical presenta+ons and so-

cial networking opportuni+es. The keynote presenta+on, Planning for Sustainable 

Management, was provided by Dr. Bruce Fraedrich, V.P., Bartle1 Research Laborato-

ries and he focused on the biological side of sustainable design and the implementa-

+on process. 

Other notable presenters covered valuable informa+on on effec+ve public communi-

ca+on about trees, soil fer+lity, and tree preserva+on. Another highlight of the con-

ference was the tour of Love1 Pinetum, a non-profit arboretum located near Spring-

field specializing in conifers. The conference closed with the moving and inspiring 

sharing of life lessons by award winning tree climber and safety trainer, Kris+an 

Schultz. 

This Conference was a great success and the Southwest Regional MCFC group should 

be commended for organizing such a fabulous conference. Our deepest apprecia+on 

to Conference Chairperson Ben Kellner for taking the lead role, as well as many 

thanks to the conference commi1ee members: Dean Alberty, Nick Baker, Sarah 

Crocker, Kathy Davis, Cindy Garner, Ambur Gossen, Ross Hyde, Amy Jackson, Casey Jo 

Kellner, Duane Parker, Troy Powell, Blayne Radford, Susan Seioff, Jon Skinner, Nancy 

Underhil, Timothy “Woody” Wells, and Lois Zeller. 

We are also pleased to recognize our conference sponsors for their generosity and 

con+nued support. Sponsors included The Missouri Department of Conserva+on on 

the Pla+num Level ($3,000 or more), Ameren Missouri, BioForest, as Gold Level Spon-

sors ( $1,500 - $2999) and City U+li+es of Springfield, Davey Resource Group, Empire 

District – Liberty U+li+es, and Midwestern Chapter of ISA as Silver Level Sponsors 

($750 – 1,499).  Thanks everyone, it was a great conference! 



Keynote speaker, Dr Bruce Fraedrich, also lead a 

pre-conference workshop on changes in A-300 

pruning standards and tree risk mi+ga+on. 



 

The exhibitor hall provided valuable 

informa+on as well as an important 

point of contact between vendors and 

conference a0endees. Also loca+on of 

the hugely successful “You Can’t Help 

Yourself” Silent Auc+on. Many thanks 

to all you generous auc+on donors 

and bidders!  



Memorable moments and music 

from “The Singing Garbanzos”. 



Fun, games, and happy people. 



Tour of the 60 acre Love0 Pinetum at Pearson Creek. This 

unque collec+on has more than 200 species of 26 different 

conifer genera.   These genera include:  Abies (fir), Picea 

(spruce), Chamaecyparis (false cypress), Taxodium 

(baldcypress), Tsuga (hemlock), Thuja (arborvitae), Platycla-

dus (arborvitae), Larix (larch), Pseudolarix (false larch, Cu-

pressus (cypress), Cephalotaxus (plum yew), Metasequoia 

(dawn redwood), Sequoiadendron (giant redwood), 

Pseudotsuga (Douglas fir), Calocedrus (Incense cedar), 

Cedrus (cedar) and Cryptomeria (Japanese cedar). 



 

Par+cipants in the 5k fundraiser 

at The Love0 Pinetum are all 

smiles as they prepare to hit the 

road.  

The enthusiasm and support for community 

forestry at the Springfield conference was 

overwhelmingly upli�ing and all those in 

a0endance came home as winners. 



Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence  

The Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence recognizes those who act as good stewards for trees in our individu-

al communi+es. Any significant program, project or event that contributes to the care or maintenance of 

trees in our towns and ci+es could qualify for an award. This award is intended to recognize projects that 

demonstrate a sustained overall effort to care for trees. The  2017  awards were presented to  the following-   

Individual Category – Mike Talbot 

2017 Award Winners  

Alderman Mike Talbot of Elsberrry has been working hard to begin ac+vely managing the forest canopy 

owned by the city. AHer city officials a1ended a workshop held by the Lincoln County Master Gardeners in 

2014, this semi-re+red nurseryman led the charge to take ac+on is his community. In 2015, Mike took on the 

responsibility of draHing a TRIM grant applica+on for the City’s first ever tree inventory. The TRIM grant was 

awarded and work moved forward. However, Mike wasn’t finished yet. Mike then spearhead the task of ap-

plying for Tree City USA status. Once again, success! Mike con+nues his crusade for tree management 

throughout the city with the awarding of yet another TRIM grant. This +me it was to execute the hazard re-

moval as outlined in their inventory. Along with the administra+on of the current grant, Mike also under-

stands the need for a self-sustaining program. He knows the challenges that this poses to a community with 

an ever-shrinking budget. As a result, Mike worked in rallying volunteers such as the Page Branch Park Board 

to accomplish community forestry tasks. Mike’s determina+on, persistence, and hard work for his community 

are inspiring and he well deserves to be recognized as the winner of the 2017 Individual Missouri Arbor 

Award of Excellence. 



Business/Institution Category—BASF Hannibal Plant 

The BASF Hannibal Plant has helped the Hannibal Tree Board complete an Arbor Day Celebra+on over the 

last several years by purchasing and helping plant a tree in a Hannibal park. During the Arbor Day plan+ng in 

2015, BASF representa+ve, Sandy Fessenden, men+oned that the following year was the 100th year of oper-

a+on for BASF and the 50th year of opera+on for the Hannibal BASF facility.  Sandy said that they would like 

to celebrate the two anniversaries by doing “something big” by plan+ng numerous trees instead of just one.    

A plan+ng site was iden+fied by the city, a three acre lot that borders Bear Creek. A tree plan+ng plan was 

draHed by the local MDC forester. BASF then purchased 310 one gallon po1ed trees. Not only did BASF pro-

vide financial assistance for the trees but also provided 40 volunteers made up of their employees. In addi-

+on, there were also volunteers from the Hannibal Tree Board there to assist in plan+ng. With all those vol-

unteers, it didn’t take long to plant 300 trees!  

Without the assistance of BASF in this endeavor, this project would have been much more difficult.  The fi-

nancial assistance and volunteers that they provided were invaluable to this project.  As an acknowledge-

ment of their commitment toward Hannibal’s community forestry the BASF Hannibal plant has earned the 

2017 Business/Ins+tu+on Missouri Arbor Award of Excellence. 



Organization Category---Beyond Housing-24:1 Ini+a+ve 

In 2015, an idea was born from a working rela+onship between the Missouri Department of Conserva+on 

and the non-profit Beyond Housing. The idea was to provide a forester and natural resource management to 

underserved communi+es in the St. Louis area. In 2016 this idea became a reality when Beyond Housing en-

tered into a coopera+ve agreement with MDC to help provide these services to the 24:1 area. This is the 24 

communi+es encompassed by the Normandy school district.  

Doug Seely was hired in March as the forester for Beyond Housing. Doug, with the support of his supervisor, 

Irve1a Williams, hit the ground running. In nine short months Beyond Housing assisted with four TRIM 

grants, chainsaw training, two tree plan+ngs, four Arbor Day ceremonies, and tree removals/pruning in four 

communi+es, and three new communi+es in Tree City USA. Remember, all this work is completed while coor-

dina+ng with 24 different mayors, public works divisions, and ci+zen groups. Doug, Irve1a, and Beyond Hous-

ing have accomplished more community forestry work in one year than many communi+es do in five. 

Because of their hard work and dedica+on, Beyond Housing  was recognized as the 2017 Organiza+on Mis-

souri Arbor Award of Excellence winner. 



Municipality/Government Category – The City of Brunswick & Tree Board members 

Brunswick is a small town located in northern Missouri, popula+on of only 858. But Brunswick’s commitment 

to community forestry is huge. They have been a Tree City USA for 16 years and each year the Brunswick Tree 

board has been very innova+ve with their Arbor Day celebra+on. This year was no different. Their Arbor Day 

event included a poster contest, craH project, and a cake celebra+ng the 40th anniversary of the Tree City 

USA program. 

Addi+onally, the Brunswick Tree Board in coopera+on with the City of Brunswick applied for and received a 

TRIM grant to complete an inventory for their community forest. AHer the inventory was completed by Davey 

Resource Group, the Tree Board along with city employees, including the Mayor were trained in Davey’s 

TreeKeeper inventory soHware. This small town made a commitment to more efficiently manage their com-

munity forest. Brunswick is now more prepared to make community forestry management decisions, plan 

maintenance, and deal with poten+al problems such as emerald ash borer. 

With the enthusiasm of the Brunswick Tree Board, and the commitment of the City of Brunswick, great 

strides in community forestry have been made in this small Missouri town. Congratula+ons to the City of 

Brunswick and the Brunswick Tree Board for winning the 2017 Municipality/Government Missouri Arbor 

Award of Excellence.    

Congratula�ons to all of the 2017 award winners!   



The Missouri Department of Conserva+on and the Missouri Community Forestry Council have hosted the 5
th
 

Grade Missouri Arbor Day Poster Contest each year since 1998, giving students the opportunity to show their 

ar+s+c abili+es when they create posters with themes related to trees.   Over the years, we es+mate that 

nearly 40,000 posters have been created by students in Missouri! 

The contest launches at the school level, where each school selects their winning poster and submits it to the 

state contest.  These posters are then judged by a panel of individuals from the Missouri Community Forestry 

Council and the Missouri Department of Conserva+on who select the top 12 posters.  The 12 posters are 

placed on MCFC’s website for public vote, and the winner for Technical Merit is determined.  The posters are 

also posted on MCFC’s Facebook page to determine the People’s Choice Award by number of “likes” for each 

poster.    

This year’s contest theme was “Trees Work for Your Family”.   Twenty-six schools par+cipated with a total of 

762 posters created just this year!    

The 2017 winner was Tania Perez Landerio from Bristol Elementary School in Webster Groves.  Tania was the 

recipient of the Technical Merit Award and also the People’s Choice Award.  As winner, Tania received sever-

al prizes, including a $100 giH card from Forest ReLeaf of Missouri.  In addi+on, a tree was planted by the 

Missouri Department of Conserva+on on the school grounds.  Her teacher, Ms. Melissa Keller, will also re-

ceive a $200.00 giH card, along with educa+onal publica+ons to use in the classroom.   

For more informa+on about the 5th Grade Arbor Day Poster Contest, please visit the Missouri Community 

Forestry Council’s website at www.mocommunitytrees.org. 

 

2017 Missouri Arbor Day Poster Contest Winner 



Tania Perez Landeiro,  

Webster Grove  

Bristol Elementary School 



 

Vision 20:20 and the PlantMOreTrees tree ploJng tool 
By Tom Ebeling 

The Missouri Community Forestry Council (MCFC) communica+ons 

commi1ee approached the MCFC execu+ve board with an ini+a+ve 

to plant one million trees by the year 2020. The MCFC execu+ve 

council approved the goal in June of 2014, and since then, efforts 

have been made to move the goal forward.” This ini+a+ve is known 

as the 20/20 Vision.  

The goals for this ini+a+ve and tree ploOng tool are to provide a 

means for the general public to engage in urban forestry efforts, to accurately record the loca+ons of trees 

that are planted as a part of the 20/20 Vision and to show the ecological and monetary value of the trees 

that are being planted. 

One of the most challenging aspects of the “20/20 vision” ini+a+ve is the physical coun+ng of the one million 

trees that MCFC hopes to see planted. The solu+on to this problem, in true contemporary form, is to create 

an app for that! U+lizing TRIM grants from the Missouri Department of Conserva+on, Forest ReLeaf of Mis-

souri has been working with Plan-it GEO, a Denver based urban forestry and GIS firm, to develop a web-

accessible tree ploOng app. 

This app, called Plant More Trees, is a user friendly, GIS-based tree ploOng tool that provides the general 

public, as well as non-profit and private en++es, with a means of recording where and when they plant a 

tree. Not only does the tool allow an individual to record the exact loca+on of a tree, but it also asks for in-

forma+on such as the species of tree, the size of the tree at plan+ng and the type of nursery stock planted. 

All of these pieces of informa+on will be crucial in the future for evalua+ng the success of the plan+ng pro-

jects.  In addi+on to providing a baseline for studies in the future, the tool also provides several interes+ng 

calcula+ons pertaining to the ecosystem services provided by the trees, for example the amount of energy 

savings obtained or the amount of carbon sequestered.  

 



 At this point in +me, the app has been created and is accessible from any web-capable device at      

pg-cloud.com/PlantMOreTrees.org.  The 20/20 Vision and Plant More Trees app were introduced at the 

2016 MCFC conference in St. Joseph, MO. Donna Cobel and Tom Ebeling with Forest ReLeaf of MO and Ian 

Hanou with Plan-it GEO gave a presenta+on which outlined the ini+a+ve, the many features of the app itself 

and how an individual or organiza+on can help move MCFC towards the goal of plan+ng one million trees by 

the year 2020. AHer improvements to the app were made possible by a 2016 TRIM grant, the tool was offi-

cially launched to the public at the 2017 MCFC conference in Springfield, MO.  

Ac+ng under the direc+on of the MCFC communica+ons commi1ee, Forest ReLeaf of Missouri will be head-

ing an effort to spread the word about the 20/20 Vision and the Plant More Trees app to local municipali+es 

and other tree plan+ng organiza+ons that could u+lize the tool.   

If you are interested in learning about the 20/20 Vision and the PlantMOreTrees app, please contact Tom 

Ebeling with Forest ReLeaf of Missouri (tom@moreleaf.org) .  



Emerald ash borer update in Mid Missouri-

Differences in symptoms of EAB emerging between 

forested ash trees and community or urban ash trees 

Wri1en by: Ann Koenig, Community Forester with the Missouri Department of Conserva+on for central Missouri. 

Emerald Ash Borer was found this late winter in Maries County, Missouri which is in the central region be-

tween Jefferson City and Rolla. This winter is the first +me EAB has been found in central Missouri. The ash 

that was found with EAB in Maries County were all in forested seOngs. We are finding some differences in 

ash trees with EAB in rural forests verses planted ash trees in towns. As is seen in the photos, forested ash 

trees with EAB found in 2016/2017 very oHen have “blond” patches where woodpeckers are flecking off bark 

in search of EAB. However, ash trees in town are not showing the blonding as much, possibly because wood-

pecker popula+ons are less in town that in forests. Other differences we are tending to see between EAB in-

fested trees in forests and those in towns are that ash trees in town with EAB tend to have epicormics 

sprou+ng, whereas the EAB infested ash in the forests in Maries County and other forest ash have not had 

epicormic sprouts. This may be because forested ash are more shaded than their counterpart planted ash 

trees in towns. Finally, we are seeing more bark splits in the upper canopy in ash trees in town where EAB 

have their galleries, and not seeing the splits nearly as much in forest ash with EAB.  

For more informa+on on Emerald Ash Borer, go to: treepests.missouri.edu  





Announcements 

Tree Fund grants available 

TREE Fund’s Board of Trustees has authorized two directed grants in 2017 for research on specific topics of 

interest: 

Arboriculture Educa+on Benchmark Review (up to $5,000) – Applica+on due August 25 

 Research Impacts and Outcomes Study (up to $20,000) – Applica+on due August 25 

Other Research Grants available- 

John Z. Duling Grant (now up to $25,000) – Applica+on due October 1 

Jack Kimmel Interna+onal Grant (up to $10,000) – Applica+on due October 1 

Save the date! - 2018 MCFC Conference! 

Please join us in Columbia, Missouri 

March 13-15, 2018 

“The Dollars & $ense of Trees” 


