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Pruning Season Is Here!
Friday, March 8th, 2013

From now through the end of April is the best time of year to prune trees. So, if you have a landscape tree
or two (or three, or four, or........... ) get out the pruning tools and attack those problem limbs and
branches in order to make room for the spring growth flush to reinvigorate the tree and improve the form
and strength of your tree(s). Shown below are a few reminders of pruning techniques and methods that
should help with the process. Let’s “get ‘er done now” before we get too far into planting season; which is

just around the corner. It’s time to start growing!
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Avoid removing more than 1/3 of
total branches at one time. Prune
weak trees less.
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PRUNE YOUNG TREES GRADUALLY
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Pruning young trees properly is the single best thing you can do to assure future health, vigor and
strength. Doing these things helps the older tree endure and better prevail through whatever future
environmental conditions it might encounter.



Remove Whole Limbs or Branches
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Don’t Overprune

1t is best to remove only a
small percentage of the live
part of a tree at one time---a
maximum of 25 percent in one
year for healthy, vigorous
trees. This will help maintain a
balance between leaf area and
other tree functions. Prune
weak or declining trees less.
Severe pruning may stimulate
undesirable sprouting from the
stem or roots. Avoid pruning
over 25 percent of the live
crown of any tree two years in
succession.
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Plan pruning Remove up to
work in advance 25% of crown
for healthy tree
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Heavy pruning Topping is very
should be done over harmful to trees.
several seasons DON'T DO IT!
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